Guerrilla War Among Nazi-Conquered People 
May Have Decisive Effect, Eliot Believes 


By MAJ. GEORGE FIELDING 
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The Germans are finding increas- 
ing trouble in policing their occu- 
pied territories in Europe. Most of 
this', trouble has arisen since the 
beginning of the German attack on 
Russia; most of it, indeed, since it 
began to be clear that Germany 
was not going to score a blitzkrieg 
victory over the Soviets. 

This was, of course, to be ex- 
pected, for three reasons. First, be- 
cause the course of the Russian 
campaign brought new hope to the 
conquered peoples; second, because 
the requirements of that campaign 
have compelled the Germans to 
Weaken their forces of occupation 
or to replace good troops by second- 
line units, facts which cannot be 
concealed from the populace ; third, 
because the opportunities thus of- 
fered, added to the imperative need 
for creating diversions to relieve 
German pressure on Russia, h®e 
made it worthwhile, in fact neces- 
sary, for Britain and Russia to take 
every measure possible to stir up, 
»ehcourage and support the elements 
of resistance in the occupied lands. 

The immediate results will be 
■ largely proportionate to the extSit. 
to which the Germans; are com- 
pelled to divert forces from the Rus- 
sian front, or deny that front re- 
inforcements it might otherwise 
have received. Troubles which can 
be dealt with by mere police forces — 
S. S. troops or Landsturm forma- 
tions — will be less serious than those 
which require field troops or air- 
craft to restrain them. The general 
principles affecting guerrilla war- 
fare in general apply to the situa- 
tion. 

Guerrillas Valuable as Help. 

Guerrilla warfare has been much 
in the news these past few years. 
Much was heard of it in Ethiopia, 
Spain, China and now in Russia. 
But it should be kept in mind that 
guerrilla -warfare is really useful 
and hopeful only when it is com- 
bined with, and is directly assisting, 
an organized fighting force. 

Guerrillas alone cannot hope to 
prevail against well -equipped, wel- 
disciplined organized forces. They 
can be troublesome, but they cannot 
win. Thus in the South African 
war guerrilla forces kept on harass- 
ing the British long after organized 
Boer resistance ceased — but their 
spirit was that of stubborn, if 
courageous, despair. They did not 
hope for victory. 

A guerrilla force operating in the 
communications zone or the zone 
of the interior of an army engaged 
in a real fight with a dangerous 
organized enemy is, however, a very 
different affair. This is the case 
j with the Russian and Chinese 
I guerrillas of today, as -with the 
j Spanish guerrillas of the penin- 
sular war, the partisan troops of our 
own Civil War (Mosby, Morgan) 
and Lawrence’s Arabs in the last 
World War. The guerrillas count 
in the scale of victory to the extent 
that they weaken and hamper their 
foe in dealing with his organized 
opponent. | 

Thus the existence of an organ- > 
ized land fighting front on the con- 
tinent of Europe gives guerrilla 
warfare anywhere in the occupied 


lands its real opportunity and this 
emphasizes the real character of 
the gamble, which Hitler took when 
he attacked Russia. He had not 
only to win but to win quickly or 
be prepared not only for a winter 
campaign in Russia but for disorder 
and guerrilla warfare all over his 
occupied territories from Norway to 
Greece and from Russia to Brittany. 
In no campaign of history has time 
been of such vital importance, and 
fpr once Hitler has not been able 
to make time serve his purposes 
rather than those of his enemies. 

Speculation on Consequences. 

The eventual consequences form 
an interesting subject for conjec- 
ture. Germany itself is at the peak 
of manpower effort. No more Ger- 
man men can be put into the armed 
forces without a fatal weakening of 
industry, transportation and agri- 
culture. There are reports that the 
Germans are calling for volunteers 
in Bulgaria, Slovakia, Rumania and 
Hungary; this, if true, is in itself a 
confession of strain. The Italians 
can be depended on neither in the 
field nor as police. 

Already Yugoslavia is in a ferment 
of disorder. Here there are thou-, 
sands, tens of thousands of fierce 
and determined guerrilla fighters in 
the mountains, comparatively well- 
armed and supported by the popu- 
lace to a man. This country lies 
directly athwart the main German 
lines of communication with south- 
eastern Europe — viz: The Danube 
River and the Orient Railway. The 
only other rail line into Bulgaria 
has once been interrupted by a suc- 
cessful Russian air attack on the 
Danube bridge at Cernavoda, and 
may be so attacked again. 

These facts affect any German 
attack on Turkey and consequently 
the weight of German pressure on 
Turkey: they affect the extent and 
perhaps the success of German: air 
and naval operations in the Black 
Sea; they affect the scale of Ger- 
man air operations in the Eastern 
Mediterranean, and even German 
access to Rumanian oil. In any 
struggle in the Near East the ex- 
istence of strong guerrilla forces 
operating against German com- 
munications in Yugoslavia must be 
of great and conceivably of decisive 
importance. One is again reminded 
of Sir Ian Hamilton’s remark that 


the real defense of India begins at 
Belgrade. 

Then consider Norway. This is 
a country of difficult terrain, in- 
habited by a sturdy and stiff-necked 
people. It has a long coast-line 
open to British incursions from the 
sea, as already proven. It is quite 
possible that a well-planned Nor- 
wegian rising, coupled with a series' 
of swift-striking British raids, might 
develop a situation in which the 
British might be able to establish 
permanent lodgment in Norway. 
British submarines and light forces 
in the Skagerrak might make Ger- 
man reinforcement of Norway dif- 
ficult if not impossible. The answer 
to all this is German air superiority 
— but if the Luftwaffe is busy in 
Russia this superiority might not 
exist on the Norwegian coast. 

At such a moment, suppose the 
uneasy and unhappy ...Swedes de- 
cided to throw their 'well-armed 
divisions, their 500 planes, their 
excellent little navy into the scale 
on the side of Norway. This may 
seem a remote possibility, but it is 
one which: the Germans dare not 
dgnore’i It? might areisult %i -their 
complete expulsion from the Scan,- 
davian Peninsula with the estab- 
lishment of British bombing bases 
within easy reach of every German 
vital center. 

Similiarly French unrest may af- 
ford the British opportunities for 
raids into northern France, 

Given the time afforded by a win- 
ter campaign in Russia and the spur 
provided by the need for creating 
diversions in Russia’s favor, the only 
limitation on British offensive action 
in the west lies in the amount of 
means available for the purpose — 
troops, eruuoment, planes and above 
all, shipping. ., IJ illWm 

Certainiy the scale of offensive 
armament in Britain is rising with 
the arrival of every convoy: and all 
this serves to emphasize the vital 
importance of the American naval 
operations in the North Atlantic, 
which not only increases the safety 
of Britain’s vital supply lines but 
reduces the losses of the shipping 
which, in the last analysis, is the 
controlling factor in every British 
effort. 
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